
City of Independence 
Heritage Commission Meeting Minutes 

 
Meeting Date:  June 3, 2014 
 
Location:  Council Chambers, City Hall 
 
Commissioners Present: Mike Calvert, Audrey Elder, Cody Fann, Amy Hart, Diane Reuter, 

and Duane Stephens 
 
Commissioners Absent:  Sam Rushay and Larry Villalva  
 
Staff:   Wendy Shay, Historic Preservation Manager  
 
I.   AGENDA   
 

It was moved by Mr. Fann, seconded by Ms. Reuter and approved 6-0 to accept the agenda.   
 

II.  MINUTES 
 

It was moved by Mr. Fann, seconded by Mr. Stephens and approved 6-0 to accept the 
meeting minutes of May 6, 2014. 
 

III. CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS 

A. HC#004-14-421 West Sea 

The Chair read the “Introduction Statement” into record at this time.  

Ms. Shay gave an overview of the request. Staff recommended approval of the 
demolition of the single family home. The home succumbed to a fire.  
 
Jeff Brooks, property owner, was present to represent the request.  
 
Ms. Elder inquired about when the demolition would proceed.  
 
Mr. Brooks replied that he could move forward soon.  
 
Ms. Elder expressed her concern that the house appeared accessible at the rear.  
 
Mr. Brooks assured the Commission that the house is secured.  
 
It was then moved by Mr. Stephens, seconded by Mr. Fann, and approved 6-0 to 
demolish the single family home located at 421 West Sea.  
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IV. DISCUSSION & ACTION ITEMS 
 

A. Update on the North Main Neighborhood Survey 
 

Ms. Shay provided a summary of the recent activities related to the survey. This 
presentation met the city’s obligations for the second public meeting related to the 
survey. A final report and final drafts are due to the State Historic Preservation Office in 
late summer.  
 
Brian Snyder expressed his support for the North Main survey.   
 

V. REPORTS & COMMENTS 
 
A.  Public Comment 

 
Brian and Sharon Snyder requested the support of the Commission concerning upcoming 
repairs slated for their home, the historic McCoy Home, located at 410 West Farmer. The 
Snyders summarized that the high truck traffic on Ridgeway, the road adjacent to their 
home, could cause damage to the proposed repairs or would not allow the repairs to 
proceed. The Snyders asked the city that traffic on Ridgeway be limited to one side of the 
street.   
 
Mr. Snyder also expressed his concerns about recent re-zonings and required project 
reviews in the area of the Snyder’s home.   
 
He then gave a summary of the type of repair work needed at his home. Mr. Snyder also 
thanked the Commission for their previous support during design reviews.  
 
The Commissioners thanked the Snyders for their update.  
 
Ms. Shay stated that she sent an email to Public Works expressing her support for the 
repairs in any way feasible.   

 
B.  Heritage Commission 

 
Mr. Calvert announced that the Civil War marker presentation, a re-dedication, will be 
held on July 19th at 10am at Woodlawn Cemetery.  
 

C.  Staff  
 

Ms. Shay thanked the Commissioners for their support during Preservation Month events 
in May.  
 
Ms. Shay encouraged the Commissioners to attend a Mock Commission meeting in 
conjunction with the Commission in Liberty to be hosted in Independence in August.  
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She then stated that a video outlining the Commission process will be developed by 
Technology Services to place on the revamped preservation website for the city. Videos 
may also be utilized on the smartphone application being developed that highlight city-
wide historic resources.  
 

VI. ADJOURN 
 

It was moved by Mr. Stephens, seconded by Ms. Elder, and approved 6-0 to adjourn.  


